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is not merely a personal duty but must also be
exercised in our larger relations with our fellowmen.
This has some bearing on such questions as prison
reform and capital punishment. The old idea of the
best way to deal with the criminal was to deal with
him so severely that he would not repeat his offence.
Various stern disciplines in prisons were devised in
order to impress upon criminals the gravity of their
offence. But it has been found in the course of
experience that penalties, however severe, do not
necessarily make a man better. The idea these days is to
help the criminal to a better mode of life, not so much by
punishing him severely as by giving him a different
outlook upon life and teaching him an honest trade.
Society need not segregate the criminal and deal with
him as an outcaste, simply because he has strayed
from the right path. His offence may be a really
serious one, but no vengeance should be visited on
him ; on the other hand, after a patient and loving
understanding of his difficulties and needs he should
be dealt with sympathetically and led on to the right
path. Many thinking persons are coming to the
conclusion that for the same reasons capital punishment
is neither necessary nor wise. There may be more
than one opinion about the proposal to abolish capital
punishment, but the proposal itself is significant of the
age and shows the wide ramifications of the problem
of forgiveness on the organised life of Society,

Forgiveness  has   also   an  important   bearing   on
international relationships.    At the end of the Great
(1914-1918) the Allies
utmost rigour, and

